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[Letter #71] 


New York September 11th, 1872 


To the Corcoran Gallery 
Washington. D.C. 


By the will of my mother, Mrs. A.B. Mills, lately deceased she makes a bequest to the Corcoran 
Gallery in the following terms: 


“| give and bequeath to the Corcoran Gallery at Washington D.C. the following pictures by 
eminent modern artists viz: 


Two portraits of children, boys, life size by Charles Ingham 

Two cabinet pictures of children, girls, by the Charles Ingham 

Two miniatures on Ivory, one of a lady, one of a gentleman by Rodgers 

Two Cabinet pictures on copper, and of a lady, one of a gentleman done at Rome, in Italy by 
[Bonfiglio?] 

One landscape scene on the Lehigh river at Bethlehem in Pennsylvania 

by Grunewald [German spelling].” 

The two portraits of children, boys” are of my brother Frank, deceased and of myself. 

The “two cabinet pictures of children, girls’- are of my oldest sister, deceased, and of a sister 
now living. 

The “two miniatures on Ivory, one of a lady, one of a gentleman” are of my father and mother. 
The “two cabinet pictures on Copper” are of my said living sister and myself. 

“The landscape” contains portraits or pictures of my mother, my sister + myself seated in a boat. 


At the suggestion of Mr. Davis, Executor, | write to inquire whether The Corcoran Gallery wish to 
receive any of the pictures and if any whether all. 


This perhaps proper for me to say that | claim to own all of said pictures by purchases made 
several years since, and if necessary to sustain my claim shall institute legal proceedings. 


Col: George W. Davis, 47 Exchange Place, New York is Executor of my mother’s will. 


H.E. Pelham Sutton. 
P.O. Box 5294. 
N.Y. City. 


[Back of letter #71] 


H.E. Pelham Sutton 
September 11. 1872 
In relations to the bequest of Mrs. Mills 


[Letter #72] 


PHILP & SOLOMONS’ 
METROPOLITAN BOOKSTORE, 
Washington, D.C. Sept. 23d 1872 


Dear Sir: 


Please oblige one by calling at Philp & Solomons and see my picture of Louis XIV by Largilliere. 
| have never placed a price upon it, and although | have refused many offers of private 
gentlemen, | would dispose of it for a small sum with a view of preserving it in a public 

gallery, such as in Corcoran’s, at any rate. | would be glad to have it viewed by 

connoisseurs, as it is a work of art! 


Very Truly Yours 


J.J. Noah 
Lock Box no 13 
City 


Left bottom of note: 
Thomas. Hyde 
[Riggs and Ceos Bank?] 


[Back of letter #72] 

J. J. Noah 

Sep. 23, 1872 

Offering to sell picture of Louis XIV. 


Letter #73] 
Memorandum 


The three pictures described in the enclosed list are the property of Professor Wm. J. Rivers of 
the University of South Carolina, at Columbia, S.C; and are there now. The Poussin landscape 
and the Avont Mary were purchased from the collection of Judge Robert in Brunswick, 
Germany, at values assessed by competent connoisseurs at the estate sale. 

The undersigned in this city is personally acquainted with Prof. Rivers; and would be pleased to 
give any information respecting the pictures, their owner, and purchaser in Germany, that he 
can. Or, correspondence may be [offered or opened?] directly with Prof. Rivers, whose address 
is given above. 


Respectfully: 


James Wood Davidson 
P.O. Box, No 7, Washington, D.C. 


[Residence: 412 6th Street, N.W., City.] 


A. Hyde Esq 

Secy: BO. Trustees 
Corcoran Gallery of Art 
Washington 

D.C. 


Insert: 

Translation from the original catalogue 

1. Gaspar Poussin. Landscape - marked GASPAR [symbol?] on canvas 19 % inches broad by 
14 % inches high. - A river, the banks of which in the center of the pictures are bordered by 
architecture, rushes of rocks. In the shade of a pine a man, covered with a white garment and 
carrying cloak and staff, walks towards the river. A mountain ridge the [openness?] forms the 
background. Half covered sky. Very well preserved. $400- 

2. Peter von Avont - marked - Mary with the infant Savior, in landscape; on wood 2ft. 3in x 1ft. 6 
‘2 in. high. Mary with the christ-child on her lap sits under a large birch tree. Before her a group 
of five angels is moving - one of whom offers an apple to the child, another on a lamb, a third 
raises an agnus Dei standard. - $225- 

3. Sully - a gypsy girl - head and bosom - life size. As if in rapid walking, her attention is called 
to something behind her - the face is turned, lips parted - on canvas 16 inches x 22 in high, 
$150 - 


[Back of letter #73] 

James Wood Davidson 

October 1. 1872 

Submitting list of pictures for sale 


[Letter #74] 


No. 345 West 28th Street, New York 
Ath. Nov 1872 


To 
The Trustees of the Corcoran Art Gallery 


Gentlemen 
Permit me to bring to your notice two very fine Paintings, absolutely great ones, that | have for 
sale. 


The one is St Celelia, 3 figures, by [Givalamo Mazzuoli?], one of the greatest of the Old 
Masters; and the other is St John the Baptist, Preaching in the Wilderness, 15 figures, and 
attributed to M Wirsch a Swiss. 


The St Cecelia is marvelously [beautifull - misspelled in doc], and the St John is very beautiful, a 
masterpiece, and being of a School that is very rare, it greatly increases its value. These 
Paintings are such as are rare to be seen in this Country, and are very difficult to obtain as the 
Governments and Galleries of Europe do not sell, but buy at immense prices. | quote from one 
of the best Artists and Connoisseurs living. Speaking of the St Cecelia. “This charming 
composition, cannot be too highly admired”, “to a true Connoisseur, or lover of Art, no price, 
would be too great for its acquisition, “ “considering the great age of this picture, it is in an 
admirable state of preservation.” And of the St John, “Its brilliancy of coloring, beautiful 
expression of hands, and good composition, render this picture, a very valuable acquisition to 
the lover of fine Arts, and | consider it worthy of adorning the best of Galleries.” 


The price for both, is $7000, which is very moderate considering their great value. 


Respectfully yours 
Charles F. O’Connor 


[Back of letter #74] 


O’Connor, Charles F. 

New York Nov 4. 1872, 

Recd Dec 23 1872. 

Wishes to sell 2 Paintings for $7000. 

[“St Cecelia by [Givalamo Mazznoli?] 

& St Jon the Baptist Preaching in the Wilderness, attributed to M. Wirsch. 


[Addressed Envelope letter #75] 
Hon. Stephen |. Field 

U.S. Supreme Court 
Washington, D. Columbia 


[Letter #75] 


S. Francisco 
Nov.29. 1872 


Dear Sir 


| have been waiting quite anxiously to hear from you about W Corcoran. | see his Gallery is to 
open soon to the public. If he does not wish these pictures, | want to offer them in other 
directions. It is strange there should be any difficulty in disposing of these pictures when 
Napoleon | - “ wished to purchase one for the Louvre and the Directors of the Louvre in Nap II. 
[??word starts with “s”. Maybe says?] wished to obtain the other. Bierstadt expressed his 
astonishment to me, that they were not taken at once. 

There has never been a time in my life before, that | [could have sold them, and should real 
estate rise these, as many predict, | could not do so now. 

| should like to hear from you soon about them with reference to W Corcoran and [word starts 
with a “B”] me 


Yours very truly 


Wm Ingraham Kip 
Bishop of California 


To Judge Field 
l. 


Marius on the ruins of Carthage, by John Vanderlyn. The picture has been well known to all 
amateurs since its arrival in this country in 1815, and through my father’s life, and subsequently 
through my own, people have been accustomed to call at the [word ???] to see it. An account is 
enclosed from a S. Francisco paper. A full history (historically) of the picture can be found in an 
article published in the Atlantic Monthly, Feb. 1867, called “Recollections of John Vanderlyn”. 
Also in Tuckerman’s Lives of American Artists - article, “Vanderlyn”. It is the only picture of his, 
except (Assadne and portraits) which is in the private hands in this country. 

Size - 7ft. 5 in by 5ft. 8 in - | also hold the gold medal given by Napoleon I. in 1808, which goes 
with the picture. 


Portrait of Louise de la Valliere, by Charles LeBrun, Court painter to Louis XIV. and founder of 
the French Academy of Arts. (He is not to be confused with Madam Le Brun, who lived a 
century later and whose pictures are numerous. Most of his pictures, like this, were painted for 
the private collection of Louis XIV. and were transferred directly to the Louvre. The principal 
[there are this?] series - Battles of Alexander and his triumphant Entrance into Babylon. This is 
the only picture by him in America and the only one | remember in Europe, [and?] of the Louvre. 
An account from S. Francisco paper is enclosed, also a photograph, which is from, [as this 
[blackamon?] page is scarcely seen. Size. 4 ft. 1 in by 3 ft. 3 in. 


Price. Some years ago, these pictures were valued in New York - Marius. $20.000 (gold) Le 
Brun - $12.000 (gold). | will sell Marius at that price, which is $5000 less than [word tha?] has 
received in some of his landscapes, of which he may paint hundreds more. 

Le Brun | will sell for 10.000 (gold), which is the price now given in New York from [word?] 
pictures, 18 inches long. 


[Back of letter #75] 


[note: on Corcoran stationary] 
Kip W.J. [Revs] 

San Francisco Nov 29, 1872. 
Recd Dec 23/72. 


To sell pictures. 


“Marius on the Ruins of Carthage.” by John Vanderlyn for $20.000 
Portrait of “Luise de la Valleire” by Ch’s Le Brun for $10.000 


[Letter #76] 


113 E. 14th St. next Steinways 
Dec. 26 


Dear Sir, and most venerated Philanthropist; In the world of thought and feeling, [your/] name is 
a household prayer [so-their?] unknown to you, | venture to approach you under the shadow of 
your own [wide/wise?] exalted Egis! - Hearing that your spirit of charity, has great affinity with 
that great apostle John Howard of European benediction! | am encouraged by many, to solicit 
your attention to an original portrait of that famed Philanthropist [Naiuteo oley gaiuerboro] - J. 
Howard never sat but two portraits, the one in the jail chapel in Shrewsbury which a Kingdom 
could not buy, the other, in the young [Meus C. Afs. 23d of 4th [“a’n] where it is placed in [first 
room] waiting for a purchaser, or to be packed and re-exported to London next Spring. Experts 
have no hesitation in pronouncing its genuineness and the extraordinary merit of the picture 
both as a work of art, and its peculiar specialty of individual character - Senator Sumner visited 
the portrait and many others, amateurs of the best but as the declaration of London Experts 
values it at “three hundred pounds [sterling?] and authenticates it as [Gainsboro] original the 
portrait receives much hommage but no valid offer. The charities and Institutions that go by the 
name of Howard (in his honor) plead poverty with the good [will?]-and-my own means are so 


reduced by the mistake of [bringing] to N. York a fine collection of the best Italian masters, and a 
museum of curiosities, antiques [and?] which | gathered during a life of [studious travel?] in 
Europe Africa and Asia that now, after visiting much of North America | return to New York to 
find that the chances of sale for my costly investments are less than on their arrival; so after 
paying 1200$ customs entry [and?] | must re-export them, while | yet have sufficient funds in 
hands for that expensive undertaking as most of the paintings are large gallery pictures from 
Roman Palaces and newly [backed?] [word?] [insert: at 2$ food?] in N York after [word?]. | find 
no difficulty in lending them to appropriate walls, but as “thanks” will not pay for a meal, or 
shelter in this city, | must offend my few “art” friends by demanding my [own?] again or that 
[part?] of which | have not been defrauded by “incognito” theft! At my age nearly 70, such 
experience is [sad?] to return to England my homeless Country with the [word? “S”] [insert?: 
costing] fragments of a large fortune!!! The [YMCAs} can [not?] afford to purchase the portrait 
(they so much prize as a loan) for they receive thousands in rent for their large Building - 
halls-studios [etc...?]!!! Indeed | am told that the association is for money making and it is 
[only?] by [word?] the “anti-Christian association”. 


Dear Sir, 

| have my fears, that as this letter comes to you without the support of well know connoisseurs 
or persons of your acquaintance, that you will disregard it, for; probably you may have many 
solicitations from picture dealers, artists and not to say [“begging?] letters”. | am not one of 
these, but it is too difficult to speak of oneself, so | shall refer said to read [Mr. Gilette?], and Mr. 
Samson [word?] a stranger to me, but who formerly of the L. School Washington, is | think in 
New York, in some educational position - at any rate Gainesboro’s portrait of [J. Howard?] is 
acceptable to all in [this?] room. Y.M.C.As 23d and 4th Ave. Both portraits and [Frame?] have 
accumulated the vast dust of two year’s [word?] but it shall be properly cleaned on chance of 
purchaser if before April. Pray dear sir, receive the expressions of my profound respect, and 
sincere esteem. 

Elizabeth D. Daubigney 


[Back of letter #76] 

Mrs E.D. Daubigney 

Dec 26. 1872 

Offering portrait of J. Howard and other pictures for sale 
[Letter 77 Missing] 


[Letter #78] 


Office of R.G.H. Dessoir 
Manufacturers of Decorative Furniture, 
77 University Place, 

New York, Dec 28th 1872 


J. @ Kennedy [Equire?] 


D Sir 


Your [favor?] of the [21 nd?] was only received late on the 24th. And on account of the hurried 
[word?] for the holidays we were unable to attend to it sooner. [Inclosed] herewith please find 
design for the table and chairs at as requested. But regret to say that it will be impossible to get 
them up atthe price mentioned ($400) to give you satisfaction or us credit. We will be very 


happy to make them for you at the following prices. 


Table 6ft + 12ft 4 drawers on each side. | do one each $190 

2 Armchairs, in leather, 45.00 each $90 

8 Chairs, in leather, 25.00 each $200 [$14807] 

[Boxed?] & delivered on board the boat or car’s and will take no further responsibility after 
delivery to the freight agreed here. Hoping you will [favor or favor?] us with the order we 
[received?] 


[Professor of Arts?] 
R. H. Dessoir 
[Back of Letter 78] 


R. H. Dessoir 

Dec 28.1872 

Encloses designs for Table & Chairs 
Table $190 

Armchairs $45 each 

Chairs $25 “ 


[two pictures of table and chairs] 
[Letter#79] 


N 345 West 28th Street 
New York 30th December 1872 


Mr. A. Hyde 


Sir 


| thank you for your answer respecting the Paintings. | have a similar reply from the 
Metropolitan Art Museum of our City, but | cannot wait. These Paintings are of the highest order 
of those in Europe, are in a good condition, and it is one of the most critical things, to obtain the 
genuine of such. | have a note from the eminent Father Burke, who lectures upon Art, speaking 
most highly of them. Circumstanced as | am, and it not being convenient for me to take care of 
them, to obtain an immediate purchase, | would sell the for Six Thousand Dollars my price 
having been Ten. A Mazzuoli is of extreme value, and it is very likely, that the St John, is worth 
what | am asking for both. The opportunity to obtain such Paintings, for so low a price, must be 
very rare, and it would be well to secure them for your institution. | enclose a Circular. Will you 
please to give me a answer, at your earliest convenience. 


Respectfully yours 
Charles F. O’Connor 


[Note: included is a circular describing two paintings St. Cecelia and John the Baptist in the 
Wilderness] 


[back Letter 79] 

Chas. F. O’Connor 

Dec 30th, 1872 

Offering two pictures St. Cecelia of Mazzuoli, Jon the Baptist, Preaching in the Wilderness for 
$6000. 


[Letter #80] 


Washington D.C. 
May 31st, 1872. 


[? W. Riggs, Esquire 
Present] 


Dear Sir; 


The Sisters of the Visitation of Georgetown D.C. desire to effect a loan of $50,000 for the 
purpose of erecting a building costing that sum, to secure which they will give deed of trust upon 
their entire property, which is certainly of the value of $250,000. 

It is now entirely free of [emcumbrance?] and they are [incorporated?] by Act of Congress, with 
full [purver?] to convey [illegible word] as they have done here to [illegible word?] repeatedly. 
The loan is desired for 10 years interest payable quarter-yearly and rate, say 7-or 7 4 percent, 
or as low as it can be obtained. 

| learned incidentally that the trustees of the Corcoran Art Gallery [illegible] had [found?] which 
might possibly be used in such a purpose, and shall take it as a favor if you will lay this before 
the Board, for their consideration. 


| understand that Sister May Bernard Graham (the Treasure) was addressed Mr. Corcoran 


[illegible word] the subject, individually, and make no doubt that his inclination would be in favor 


of the loan. 


Your [illegible word] 
F.W. Jones 
Atty. for Sisters of the Visitation 


[back letter 80] 
F.W. Jones 


May 31st, 1872 
Loan of $50.000s for the Sisters of the Visitation Georgetown 
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